
June 12, 2020  

Throughout the past 400 years, Black people in America have been enslaved, 

subjugated, disenfranchised, murdered, and discriminated against. From generation to 

generation, white Americans, including white Jews, have failed to own and end the 

systemic racial injustices on which the nation was founded, and instead have actively 

or passively perpetuated these injustices. 

Our Jewish tradition is replete with instances of moral reckoning when we are asked 

to be present and accounted for. “Ayecha?,” we are asked. “Where are you?” We 

respond with a full throated, “Hineinu.” “We are here.” 

As Reform Jews committed to the spirit of this teaching, we say unequivocally, Black 

Lives Matter. 

To affirm that Black Lives Matter is to commit to a human and civil rights movement, 

working to end systemic racism against Black people and white supremacy. 

To affirm that Black Lives Matter is to recognize that we are a racially diverse 

Reform Jewish Movement, and that our diversity is a source of our strength. 

To affirm that Black Lives Matter is for white Reform Jews to pledge to be in 

solidarity with Black Jews and Black people from all backgrounds against racial 

injustice and to act accordingly. 

To affirm that Black Lives Matter is to recognize the imperative to live with 

complexity and know that we can be steadfast in our love of and support for Israel 

while working side by side with those who hold differing views and express them 

respectfully. 

To affirm that Black Lives Matter is to accept discomfort, knowing that actions or 

inaction of white Jews have contributed to ongoing racial injustice. 

To affirm that Black Lives Matter is to move beyond allyship and commit to long-

term solutions both internally in ourselves, our own organization, and externally in 

our communities to disrupt and dismantle white supremacy. 

To affirm that Black Lives Matter is to acknowledge that Black people risk their 

personal comfort and safety every day in white dominated institutions, and that white 



Jews must commit to risking their personal comfort and even safety in the struggle for 

racial justice. 

To affirm that Black Lives Matter is to ensure that People of Color can be whole, 

never expected to choose between aspects of their identity and celebrate the 

multifaceted nature of humanity. 

To affirm that Black Lives Matter is to commit to individual and organizational 

antiracist trainings, identifying specific antiracist hiring practices and lay structures, 

and outlining goals around specific racial justice action steps. 

To affirm that Black Lives Matter is for white Jews to reflect on their own thoughts 

and behavior, to build meaningful relationships with Jews of Color and People of 

Color generally, and to work for reforms that will achieve real, lived freedom for 

Black people. 

We affirm that Black Lives Matter. 

Learn, Read, Listen, Act:  

• Commit to Long-Term Racial Equity, Diversity and Inclusion 

• URJ’s Community Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Assessment  

• The Black Jews Are Tired, written by Chris Harrison 

• Ways Your Congregation Can Act Now for Racial Justice, written by Rabbi 

Jonah Dov Pesner 

• Mourning, Broken, Afraid: A Letter to My Friends, written by Jessi Kingston 

• Why I Am a Zionist for Black Lives Matter, written by Rabbi Josh Weinberg  

• Racial Justice Resource List  

• Colorblind Mentality Resource  

• White-Ashkenazi Awareness Checklist 

• What Is Black Lives Matter? A quick primer on the movement, its principles, and 

more 

https://urj.org/sites/default/files/howtocreateyourdeiworkinggroup.pdf
https://urj.tfaforms.net/263
https://reformjudaism.org/blog/2020/06/01/black-jews-are-tired
https://urj.org/blog/2020/06/01/ways-your-congregation-can-act-now-racial-justice
https://reformjudaism.org/blog/2020/06/01/mourning-suffocating-broken-afraid-letter-my-friends
https://urj.org/blog/2020/06/12/why-i-am-zionist-black-lives-matter
https://www.yammer.com/thetent/#/files/639394725888
https://www.yammer.com/thetent/#/files/79502180352
https://www.yammer.com/thetent/#/files/626142765056
https://urj.org/blog/2020/06/12/what-black-lives-matter


Union for Reform Judaism 

Central Conference of American Rabbis 

American Conference of Cantors 

ARZA, the Association of Reform Zionists of America 

Arzenu Olami  

Association of Reform Jewish Educators  

ATID Advancing Temple Institutional Development 

Commission on Social Action of Reform Judaism 

Early Childhood Educators of Reform Judaism 

Men of Reform Judaism 

National Association for Temple Administration 

National Association of Retired Reform Rabbis 

NFTY: The Reform Jewish Youth Movement 

Program and Engagement Professionals of Reform Judaism 

Reform Pension Board 

Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 

Women of Reform Judaism 

Women's Rabbinic Network 

World Union for Progressive Judaism 
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